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DAYTON
NEWS RELEASE
"RESPONDING TO CONFLICT IN THE CHURCH"
FOCUS OF UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON WORKSHOP
DAYTON, Ohio - ''Responding to Conflict in the Church: A Day of Prayer and
Learning for Reconciliation" is the theme of a workshop to be held at the University of Dayton
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Tuesday, June 7, in the Marianist Hall learning space on campus.
Designed for concerned members of the Catholic church, the workshop will focus on
ways that spiritual tradition can guide response to conflicts in the church, such as the sexual
abuse crisis and other polarizing issues.
The Rev. Bill Nordenbrock, C.PP.S., will facilitate the workshop. He is a member of the
ministry team of the Precious Blood Ministry of Reconciliation, a restorative justice project in
Chicago. Nordenbrock also serves on the advisory board for the Archdiocese of Chicago's
office of conciliation. He is a member of the board of directors for Pathways to Hope, founded
by 15 religious congregations in the Midwest as an outreach ministry to victims and survivors
of sexual misconduct by members of those congregations.
Nordenbrock will draw upon a biblical understanding of reconciliation and conflict
transformation to explore practical ways to respond to the need for healing.
Participants can expect to gain a greater understanding of reconciliation as a ministry,
find hope in the richness of spiritual tradition and discover ways to apply what they have
learned and live a spirituality of reconciliation within their own faith communities.
"Th.e workshop is a way to provide an applied response, in the context of reflection and
prayer, for those involved in ministry and some of the conflicts in the church," said Sandra
Yocum Mize, chair of the UD religious studies department.
Those conflicts are not limited to the sexual abuse crisis, she said. "The goal is to help
people think of constructive ways to respond to conflict in parishes and carry out the mission
of the church and the mission of reconciliation rooted in Gospel."
The workshop is free, but reservations are required by Wednesday, June 1. A
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continental breakfast will be available at 8:30a.m., and lunch will be provided.
The workshop is co-sponsored by the University of Dayton religious studies
department and campus ministry, with support from the president's office.
For information or to register, call the religious studies department at (937) 229-4321 oremail relstudy@notes.udayton.edu.
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